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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 30 and 31 are witlidrawn from furtlier consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Applicant timely traversed tlie restriction (election) requirement in the reply 
filed on 9/15/2008. 

Applicant's election of Species A (Figs. 1-6) in the reply filed on 9/15/2008 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Drawings 

The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to 
facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing 
under 37 CFR 1 .81 (c). No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.121(d). 

***Please note that Figs. 7 and 8 are missing from the drawings. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Glenord Pty. Ltd. (WO 02/072182). Glenord discloses a safe injection device (Figs. 1-6) 
comprising a syringe having a syringe body (12) , a needle (16) , and a piston suitable 
for moving in the body to perform an injection (34), and a protective sheath (10/11), the 
syringe body and the protective sheath being suitable for sliding relative to each other 
(Figs. 1 and 5) between an injection configuration In which the needle projects beyond 
the protective sheath (Fig. 1) which is disposed around the syringe body, and a 
protection configuration in which the needle extends inside said sheath (Fig. 5), the 
device including a trigger member (30) suitable for causing the device to pass from the 
injection configuration (Fig. 1) to the protection configuration at the end of the injection 
stroke (Fig. 5), the trigger member being secured to an actuator head of the piston (30 
is secured to the piston and can be considered being connected to an actuator head as 
this portion helps to actuate the injection as well as other portions of the piston), the 
device comprising an inhibitor member (23/36/37) suitable for occupying an inhibit 
position in which said inhibitor member defines a first end-of-injection-stroke position for 
the piston in which the trigger member is unable to cause the device to pass from the 
injection configuration to the protection configuration (Fig. 2), and the inhibitor member 
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is suitable for being moved from said inhibit position to enable the piston to reach a 
second end-of-injection-stroke position in which the trigger member is able to cause the 
device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection configuration (Figs. 3 
and 4 disclose that the inhibitor member may be moved out of the way of completion of 
the injection stroke and allows completion as seen in Fig. 5), wherein in the inhibit 
position, the inhibitor member is connected to the actuator head of the piston (Fig. 2a 
shows that 23 is connected to the indented portion of the piston preventing completion 
of the injection), being constrained to move therewith and is suitable for co-operating in 
abutment with an element of the device that is stationary relative to the syringe body 
(19) to define the first end-of-injection-stroke position, and the inhibitor member is 
suitable for being separated from the piston to enable the second end-of- injection- 
stroke position to be reached (Figs. 3 and 4 show separation of the inhibitor member 
and Fig. 5 shows the end of injection stroke being reached). 

In reference to claim 16, Glenord discloses that the inhibitor passes through the 
head of the piston (portion 23). 

Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Glenord Pty. Ltd. (WO 02/072182). Glenord discloses a safe injection device (Figs. 1-5) 
comprising a syringe having a syringe body (12), a needle (16), and a piston (22) 
suitable for moving in the body to perform an injection, and a protective sheath (10/11), 
the syringe body and the protective sheath being suitable for sliding relative to each 
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other between an injection configuration (Fig. 1) in which the needle projects beyond the 
protective sheath which is disposed around the syringe body, and a protection 
configuration in which the needle extends inside said sheath (fig. 5), the device 
including a trigger member (30) suitable for causing the device to pass from the 
injection configuration to the protection configuration at the end of the injection (30 acts 
on portions 25 and 29 to release the syhnge) stroke, the trigger member being secured 
to an actuator head of the piston (30 is secured to the piston and can be considered 
being connected to an actuator head as this portion helps to actuate the injection as 
well as other portions of the piston), the device comprising an inhibitor member 
(23/36/37) suitable for occupying an inhibit position in which said inhibitor member 
defines a first end-of-injection-stroke position for the piston in which the trigger member 
is unable to cause the device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection 
configuration (Fig. 1 , inhibitor contacts 19 and prevents completion of the injection), and 
the inhibitor member is suitable for being moved from said inhibit position to enable the 
piston to reach a second end-of-injection-stroke position in which the trigger member is 
able to cause the device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection 
configuration (Figs. 3 and 4 disclose that the inhibitor is moved out of the way and 
allows the injection to be completed in Fig. 5), wherein in the inhibit position, the 
inhibitor member is connected to the actuator head of the piston (Fig. 1), being 
constrained to move therewith and is suitable for co-operating in abutment with an 
element of the device that is stationary relative to the syringe body (19) to define the 
first end-of-injection-stroke position (Fig. 2), and the inhibitor member is suitable for 
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being displaced relative to the piston to enable the second end of-injection-stroke 
position to be reached (Figs. 3 and 4 disclose the inhibitor being displaced and allowing 
the end of injection stroke to be reached in Fig. 5). 

In reference to claim 18, Glenord discloses that the inhibitor passes through the 
head of the piston (portion 23). 

Claims 19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Glenord Pty. Ltd. (WO 02/072182). Glenord discloses a safe injection device (Figs. 1-5) 
comprising a syringe having a syringe body (12), a needle (16), and a piston suitable for 
moving in the body to perform an injection (22), and a protective sheath (10/11), the 
syringe body and the protective sheath being suitable for sliding relative to each other 
between an injection configuration in which the needle projects beyond the protective 
sheath which is disposed around the syringe body (Fig. 1), and a protection 
configuration in which the needle extends inside said sheath (Fig. 5), the device 
including a trigger member (23/36/37) suitable for causing the device to pass from the 
injection configuration to the protection configuration at the end of the injection stroke 
(Fig. 5), the device including means for defining a first end-of-injection-stroke situation in 
which the trigger member is unable to cause the device to pass from the injection 
configuration to the protection configuration (Fig. 2), and a second end-of- injection- 
stroke situation in which the trigger member is able to cause the device to pass from the 
injection configuration to the protection configuration (Figs. 3-5), the trigger member 
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being constrained to move witli tine piston (Figs. 1-4), and said first and second end-of- 
injection-stroke situations corresponding respectively to first and second end-of- 
injection-stroke positions for the piston, the device including a housing in which a head 
of the piston is substantially retracted in the second end-of-injection-stroke position, 
whereas, in the first end-of-injection-stroke position, the piston head projects beyond 
said housing to provide a purchase enabling the piston to be pulled away from the 
needle (Fig. 5). 

In reference to claim 20, Glenord discloses an inhibitor member suitable for 
occupying an inhibit position in which the end-of-injection-stroke situation is said first 
situation, and suitable for being moved relative to said inhibit position to enable the end- 
of-injection-stroke situation to be said second situation (Figs. 2-5). 

In reference to claim 21, Glenord discloses abutment means (abutment between 
19 and 23/36/37) suitable for being put into operation to define the first end-of-injection- 
stroke position and for being taken out of operation to enable the second end-of- 
injection-stroke position to be reached (Figs. 2-5). 

In reference to claim 22, Glenord disclsoes wherein in the inhibit position, the 
inhibitor member is connected to the piston being constrained to move therewith, and is 
suitable for co-operating in abutment with an element of the device that is stationary 
relative to the syringe body in order to define the first end-of-injection- stroke position 
(Figs. 3-4). 
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In reference to claim 23, Glenord disclsoes the inhibitor member is suitable for 
being separated from the piston, in order to enable the second end-of- injection-stroke 
position to be reached (Figs. 3-5). 

In reference to claim 24, Glenord discloses that the inhibitor member is suitable 
for being displaced relative to the piston, in order to enable the second end- of-injection- 
stroke position to be reached (Figs. 3-5). 

In reference to claim 25, Glenord discloses that the trigger member is secured to 
the actuator head of the piston, and the inhibitor member is connected to said head in 
the inhibit position (Figs. 3-4). 

In reference to claim 26, Glenord discloses that in the inhibit position, the inhibitor 
member passes through the head of the piston (Figs. 1 and 2). 

Claims 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Glenord Pty. Ltd. (WO 02/072182). Glenord disclsoes a safe injection device (Figs. 1-5) 
comprising a syringe having a syringe body (12), a needle (16), and a piston suitable for 
moving in the body to perform an injection (22), and a protective sheath (10/11), the 
syringe body and the protective sheath being suitable for sliding relative to each other 
between an injection configuration in which the needle projects beyond the protective 
sheath which is disposed around the syringe body (Fig. 1), and a protection 
configuration in which the needle extends inside said sheath (Fig. 5), the device 
including a trigger member suitable for causing the device to pass from the injection 
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configuration to tlie protection configuration at the end of the injection strol<e (30), the 
trigger member being formed by a skirt secured to the piston head (30), the device 
including an inhibitor member formed by a part (23/36/37) that, in an inhibit position, is 
fitted on the head of the piston and presents an end suitable for coming into abutment 
against an element (19) that is stationary relative to the syringe body in order to define a 
first end-of-injection-stroke position for the piston in which the skirt is unable to cause 
the device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection configuration (fig. 2), 
and that is suitable for being separated from the head of the piston in order to enable a 
second end-of-injection-stroke position of the piston to be reached in which the skirt is 
able to cause the device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection 
configuration (Figs. 3 and 4 disclose the inhibitor member being separated from the 
piston head and thus allowing the end of the injection stroke in Fig. 5). 

In reference to claim 27, Glenord discloses that in the inhibit position, the inhibitor 
member passes through the head of the piston (Figs. 1 and 2). 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Glenord Pty. 
Ltd. (WO 02/072182). Glenord disclsoes a safe injection device (Figs. 1-5) comprising 
a syringe having a syringe body (12), a needle (16), and a piston suitable for moving in 
the body to perform an injection (22), and a protective sheath (10/11), the syringe body 
and the protective sheath being suitable for sliding relative to each other between an 
injection configuration in which the needle projects beyond the protective sheath which 
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is disposed around the syringe body (Fig. 1), and a protection configuration in wliicli tlie 
needle extends inside said sheath (Fig. 5), the device including a trigger member (30) 
suitable for causing the device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection 
configuration at the end of the injection stroke, the device including means for defining a 
first end-of-injection-stroke situation (23/36/37) in which the trigger member is unable to 
cause the device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection configuration 
(Fig. 2), and a second end-of- injection-stroke situation in which the trigger member is 
suitable for causing the device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection 
configuration (Figs. 3-5), and the trigger member being connected to the piston (Figs. 1 
and 2) and being suitable for being displaced relative thereto between a position 
suitable for triggering (Figs. 3-5) in which, at the end of the injection stroke of the piston 
said trigger member is able to cause the device to pass from the injection configuration 
to the protection configuration (Fig. 5), and a position unsuitable for triggering in which, 
at the end of the injection stroke of the piston, the trigger member is unable to cause the 
device to pass from the injection configuration to the protection configuration (Fig. 2). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LAURA C. SCHELL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7881 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am- 
5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571 ) 272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Laura C Schell/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3767 
/Kevin C. Sirmons/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3767 



